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Present 
Cllr Mrs E Burt (Chair), Cllr A Gill, Cllr G Simpson, Cllr Ms Rose, Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert, Cllr A Piper, 
Cllr A Reid, Cllr G Price, Cllr D Couchman 
 
1516/025 Apologies for Absence 

Cllr Mrs J McGee, Cllr Mrs N McGee, Cllr E Dobson, Cllr B Futers 
 
1516/026 Declarations of Interest None 
 
1516/027 Annual Town Meeting 
Cllr Piper raised the issue of access to disabled spaces on Front Street, stating that this was a 
particular issue near the Chemist.  Cllr Piper recommended that disabled parking spaces could be 
given to the west of Prudhoe Police Station.  It was AGREED to discuss this later in the agenda. 
 
1516/028 Minutes of Annual General Meeting, held on 27th May 2015  
It was AGREED to receive the minutes 
Proposed: Cllr A Gill     Seconded: Cllr A Piper 
 
1516/029 Matters Arising None 
 
1516/030 Report of the Planning, Contract and Works Meeting, held on 10th June  
  2015 
It was AGREED to receive the report 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson     Seconded: Cllr Mrs C Cuthbert 
 
1516/031 Accounts 2015/16  
a) It was AGREED to approve the bank reconciliation 9th  May – 9th June 2015 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr A Gill 
 
b) It was AGREED to approve the updated statement of Budget and Expenditure for 2015/16 
Proposed:  Cllr A Gill    Seconded: Cllr A Reid 
 
c) It was AGREED to endorse those payment in bold and approve further payments received since 
the May meeting (schedule of accounts was tabled) 
Proposed:  Cllr A Reid    Seconded: Cllr G Simpson 
 
1516/032 Annual Return 
It was AGREED to approve the submission of the Annual Return for year ending 2015, this 
included a report of year-on-year variances and the Annual Governance Statement. 
Proposed:  Cllr G Simpson   Seconded: Cllr Ms J Rose 
 
1516/033 West Wylam Shopping Centre  
This item was deferred at the request of Cllr Mrs J McGee, who had given apologies. 
  
1516/034 Tyne Valley Community Rail Partnership 
It was AGREED to receive the report 
Proposed: Cllr G Simpson     Seconded: Cllr G Price 
 
Cllr Reid questioned membership of the group; the clerk stated that individual membership was 
permitted for an annual fee of £5 pound and that the TVCRP were interested in the Town Councils 
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thoughts and opinions.  Cllr Couchman said he would be interested in attending on behalf of the 
council.  It was AGREED to invite them the TVCRP to a future meeting to explain a little more about 
what they do.   
 
1516/035 Street Furniture 
Cllr Mrs Burt reiterated that at the Annual Town Meeting a member of the public asked about the 
possibility of putting street furniture on side-streets to prevent illegal parking.  The clerk advised that 
NCC responded that a 1.5m width is required to allow passage of wheelchairs and pushchairs but 
they had no issue in principle but would be required to approve the work.  Cllr Price indicated 
surprise that NCC had stated they would be ‘required’ to carry out any work on the highway, with 
respect to the tendering process.  It was suggested that this was a misunderstanding and that NCC 
were required to approve any work, but not necessarily required to carry it out.   
 
Cllr Simpson agreed that parking was an issue on side-streets but that there were other more 
pressing issues relating to their poor state. 
  
It was AGREED that the Street Scene Working Group would look into this issue. 
 
1516/036 Parking Issues in Prudhoe 
It was AGREED to receive the letter from Mr Robert Forsythe. 
 
Cllr Reid expressed that everyone was entitled to their opinion however he did not agree with some 
of the points, especially in relation to double yellow lines on Highfield Lane and a one-way system 
on Castle Road, opened up to Eltringham.  Cllrs McCreedy and Piper agreed that the suggestion 
relating to Castle Road would not be popular with residents. 
 
Cllr Price asked if the land opposite Highfield Middle School belonged to Northumberland County 
Council as it was in a very poor state due to people parking there and suggested the road could be 
widened here.  Cllr Gill stated that presently work vehicles involved in the roof work at Highfield 
were parked on this land and maybe the answer was not to widen the road but to encourage 
children to walk to school. 
 
Cllr Simpson discussed that these were old issues as a result of there being 4 schools off South 
Road and that 20mph limits had been discussed time and again.  Cllr Simpson stressed that this 
was an NCC issue and they needed a comprehensive plan in which to deal with it.  Cllr Mrs Burt 
highlighted that there was an NCC policy emerging that set 20mph speed limits past all schools, 
stating that Castle Road and Adderlane already were.  Cllr Mrs Cuthbert enquired if this included 
strategic roads, like that past Mickley First School?  Cllr Mrs Burt was not sure of all the details but 
did note that the speed survey carried out recently did not suggest that vehicles were speeding in 
this area.   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt brought to Cllrs attention that the letter from Mr Robert Forsythe also questioned why 
there was no ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ for Prudhoe.  Cllr Ms J Rose agreed with the final paragraph of 
the letter stating that the town required more investment in infrastructure.  Cllr Piper agreed that the 
road through Front Street requires mayor repair.  Cllr Mrs Burt responded to Cllr Piper that 
engineers did not agree that the road required work.  Cllr Reid responded that NCC were spending 
money in Prudhoe; Sports Pitches, Prudhoe Community High School, Waterworld, The Tour of 
Britain Cycle Race, £100,000 for the new shops (old Windsor Bakery), however agreed that you can 
always ask for more.  Cllr McCreedy asked “Is Prudhoe getting its fair share, compared to 
Ashington?”   
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Cllr Mrs Burt commented that 60% of the population live in the South East and many who move to 
Prudhoe do so from Tyne and Wear.  Cllr Reid responded “no-one thinks they are getting their fair 
share.”   
 
Cllr Mrs Burt stated that the council needed to have a plan and create an image of what they 
wanted, and if the desire was to have a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’ that the council would need members 
of the community to get involved.  Cllr Mrs Burt added that it was easy to say ‘we need a plan’ but 
much harder to execute this.  Cllr Mrs Burt commended the Allendale Plan and suggested Cllrs read 
this, she added that it was very tight on what Allendale wants.  Cllr McCreedy asked who agrees 
any plan.  Cllr Mrs Burt replied that a referendum must be held that is then signed off by the 
Secretary of State.   
 
Cllr Gill agreed that there was no clear direction of where the council wished to take the town, that 
there was no driving force and the council was not pushing forward with things.  Cllr Gill reiterated 
what was said at previous meetings, those areas that progressed and accomplished were those 
with working groups, e.g. Events, Cemetery.  Cllr Gill concluded that there would need to be more 
effort on the part of Cllrs if this was what was wanted.  Cllr Mrs Burt agreed that there was no 
driving force behind a plan but clarified that when this was last discussed no-one wanted to take it 
forward in view of the investment of time and money and lack of interest. 
 
Cllr Cuthbert agreed that the town council needed a ‘vision’, but not necessarily a statutory planning 
process, a meeting that acts as a platform for the direction the council wishes to take.  Cllr Mrs Burt 
advised that the council did have ‘Blue Sky Day’ previously, which was where ideas like events and 
floral bedding were born.    
 
Cllr Mrs Burt summarised the item.  It was AGREED that the clerk, in consultation with the 
chairman, would draft a reply to Mr Robert Forsythe.  It was AGREED that the council should write 
to NCC regarding school traffic issues.  It was AGREED that Cllrs would like to hold a ‘blue-sky’ 
type round table discussion in September to springboard a ‘vision’ for Prudhoe Town Council and 
the town.   
 
1516/037 PYC Young People’s Forum 
It was AGREED to receive to receive minutes of the meeting held on 24th May 2015 
 
It was also AGREED to send Ewan Whiteside a letter to congratulate him on winning the Logo 
Competition for Prudhoe Town Council’s Young People’s Forum and for producing such an eye-
catching design. 
 
The clerk highlighted parking issues raised with respect to Highfield Middle School, repeating the 
advice from PC Burrows.  PC Burrows stated that there was no issue causing major concern but 
that everyone on their morning journey, whether that is motorists or pedestrians, should be taking 
reasonable care at busy times.   
 
1516/038 Keep Britain Tidy ‘Bin it for good’ 
It was AGREED to receive the proposal and respond positively to being involved in the campaign. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised that NCC had proposed Prudhoe as a town that could benefit from the Keep 
Britain Tidy ‘Bin it for Good Campaign’ and in turn local charities could benefit.  The clerk advised 
that Prudhoe was the only town suggested by NCC as they consider the councils to have a good 
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working relationship as well as having found a number of environmental campaigns already on the 
Town Council website.     
 
1516/039 Highfield Park Summer Events 
Cllrs were reminded of Highfield Fest on 28th June and The Kite festival on 4th and 5th July.  The 
administrator appealed for those available to help with car-parking as the Prudhoe ACF were not 
available.   
 
1516/040 Reports from outside bodies 
Prudhoe Community Partnership – Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the new planning application was in 
for the old Windsor Bakery site.   
 
Northumberland County Council – Cllr Reid advised that the new planning process was in place and 
the new committee was substantially quicker and heard fewer applications.  Cllr McCreedy asked 
for progress on Local Heroes Awards launched by NCC in October of last year.  Cllr McCreedy 
stated that the council went to the effort to nominate people for these awards and had heard nothing 
since.  Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the administrator had raised this and she was looking into it. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt advised that the Alnwick partnership had finally agreed to consult on the 2-tier system 
as a lot of First Schools were opting to go Primary.   
 
1516/041 Correspondence and Tabled Items 
Correspondence 

1. Northumberland County Council – Public Rights of Way 
Letter dated 12 May, pursuant to Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, Definitive Map and Statement 
of Public Rights of Way, Definitive Map Modification Order (No 1 of 2015) dated 6 May 2015, 
with the extracts relevant to the (two) paths affected in Prudhoe Civil Parish. In both cases, the 
change is described as an “administrative amendment – to take account of width information 
contained in the original Creation Agreement”, as follows:  

(i) Footpath No 48 – Public Path creation Agreement between Tynedale District Council & JE 
Symons of 2 October 1979 – amendment “a 4.27 metre wide footpath, from the U8282 road 
(Eastgate Bank) north of the vicarage in a general south-westerly direction along the track to 
the eastern corner of the St. George’s churchyard”. 
(ii) Footpath no 49 - Public Path creation Agreement between Tynedale District Council & D 
Chisholm and ET Chisholm of 5 February 1980 – amendment “a 1.83 metre wide footpath, 
from the U8282 road north of Tinklers Row in a north-westerly direction, west of the field 
boundary to the southern corner of St George’s churchyard, then in a general south-westerly 
direction, north of Hall Yards to join the U8283 road south-east of Mount Pleasant”.  

It was AGREED to RECEIVE the amendments 
 

2. Northumberland County Council – Love Northumberland Awards 2015 
Letter dated 1 June from Nicola Wardle, Business & Customer Support Team Leader, Local 
Services, NCC, with A4 and A5 flyers, entry forms, and a leaflet on Sponsorship Opportunities. 
The letter launches the scheme for 2015 and invites applications (closing date Friday 31 July). 
The award event will take place at The Alnwick Garden on Thursday 17 September at 7pm. The 
scheme’s patron, the Duchess of Northumberland, will present the awards to the winners. 
“Winning entries will receive a £250 prize and runners up a £100 prize to be spent on something 
that will benefit the project or work”. The council is requested to display the flyers. Further 
information may be had by calling NCC on 01670 622992, or at 
www.northumberland.gov.uk/love 

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/love
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It was AGREED to propose The Prince’s Trust; The Prudhoe Badger 
 

3. The Northumberland Estates – Change of Landlord notification 
Letters dated 9 June from RC St. J Wilson, FRICS, of the Northumberland Estates concerning 
notification of a Change of Landlord for the tenancies of (i) the allotments at Castle Dene (ii) 
Highfield Park. With effect from 8 April 2015, “your landlord has changed from the Trustees of 
12th Duke of Northumberland Maintenance Fund to the Trustees of Earl Percy’s Maintenance 
Settlement. With effect from that date, the new Trust assumed management of the property, 
which you hold from them as tenant. In practical terms little has changed, as the Estate 
continues to be managed on a day to day basis from the Estate Office here in Alnwick, with the 
same contact details and personnel….all future rent demands and invoices will be in the name of 
Earl Percy’s 2015 Maintenance Fund Settlement.”  Revised payment details are supplied: any 
queries can be raised with the Estates Office at Alnwick Castle. 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the notification 

 
4. Northumberland County Council – Training Session – Planning 
[Previously emailed to councillors] concerning training on the Development Management 
process. “Following discussions with Town and Parish Councillors at the recent cluster meetings 
the training sessions will take a very practical ‘hands on’ approach. The training will be delivered 
using a number of case examples and other practical exercises to help improve understanding 
of the planning application process.” The sessions will be held at five different venues in the 
county on different dates in July, all running from 6pm to 9pm (details supplied). They include 
one at Hexham, taking place on Thursday 9 July at Prospect House.  
Note: three councillors have indicated their wish to attend and their places have been booked 
with NCC. Any other members wishing to attend are requested to notify the Council office. 
The letter also includes a link to an update report on the Core Strategy, as follows:  
“This report provides a summary of the key feedback from the consultation on the Full Draft Plan 
and sets out the next steps for the preparation of the Northumberland Core Strategy. However, if 
your Council considers that it would be helpful to have a separate briefing on the emerging Core 
Strategy in advance of the next consultation, please let us know and we will consider the best 
way to facilitate this.” The report can be viewed at  

 http://committeedocs.northumberland.gov.uk/MeetingDocs/13527_M3922.pdf 
Cllrs advised to contact the Clerk if they wished to attend. 
 
5. Prudhoe Castle Bowling Club – Unveiling of Plaque for the Jim Tulip Memorial Pavilion 
Letter dated 12 June from Grahame Maidwell, the Club Secretary, announcing that on Saturday 
4 July at 11am, a plaque will be unveiled at the bowls pavilion, in memory of the late Jim Tulip, 
chairman of the Club, by his daughter, Mrs Susan Hutchinson. The pavilion will henceforward be 
known as the Jim Tulip Memorial Pavilion. Members of the Council are invited to attend this 
special event (councillors wishing to attend are requested to inform the Council office), and it is 
hoped that the Hexham Courant will be present to record the event. 
Cllrs advised to notify the office if they expected to attend, although it was noted that this 
was at the same time as the Kite Festival. 

 
6. Northumberland County Council – Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places 
Letter dated 17 June from Angus Taylor, Elections Manager, NCC. The letter announces the 5-
year review of the above, which must be completed by November 2015. “Local Authorities when 
conducting a review must take into account the following criteria:  

a) Ensure that all electors in the constituency have such reasonable facilities for voting as 
are practicable in the circumstances.  

http://committeedocs.northumberland.gov.uk/MeetingDocs/13527_M3922.pdf
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b) Ensure that so far as is reasonable and practicable the Polling Places are accessible to 
those who are disabled.  

Factors that need to be considered include: boundaries, size of Polling Districts, population and  
the emergence of new housing developments.  There are no requirements to change any of the  
existing arrangements but the “status quo” decision must be fully justified.  

 
The consultation process will initially ask electors/residents for their views on current 
arrangements. These will be considered by the (Acting) Returning Officer – Geoff Paul, who will 
then publish his observations. This will allow for further representations from electors/residents 
before final proposals are put before Full Council. A full timetable is included in the consultation 
document.  

 
The Notice of consultation has been widely circulated throughout Northumberland and is able to 
be viewed on the Council’s website at www.northumberland.gov.uk/poll15 
Note: As requested, the notice of consultation is being displayed on the Council’s notice boards, 
and on the Council’s website. 
 
Cllr Mrs Burt proposed that the council raise issue with The Edgewell Christian Centre as a 
polling station for those living on the outskirts of the ward.  Cllr Reid suggested the Methodist 
Church as an alternative.  Cllr Gill stated that the Methodist Church may please those nearer 
Prudhoe but those at Halfway would then feel inconvenienced, adding that there was no perfect 
solution for those who did not take advantage of a postal vote. 
It was AGREED to request 2 polling stations for Prudhoe West & Halfway Ward, due to the 
geography of the ward. 

 
7. Northumberland County Council – Election of Parish Councillors – Parish of Prudhoe 

(Prudhoe West and Halfway Ward) – Statement as to Persons Nominated 
Issued on 22 June, stating as follows: 
 
The following persons have been nominated: 

 
Candidate’s 
Names 

 

  
Address  

 

  
Description 

 

Decision of Returning Officer 
that Nomination Paper is 
invalid or other reason why a 
person nominated no longer 
stands nominated 

    Kevin Andrew 
GRAHAM 

Hillview Cottage 
22 Prospect Terrace 
Prudhoe 
NE42 6JD 

Labour 
Party      

 

Pamela 
PIPER 

Dove Cottage 
3 John Wesley Court 
Prudhoe 
Northumberland 
NE42 5QB 

Independent       

The persons opposite whose names no entry is made in the last column have been and 
stand validly nominated. 
 

The clerk advised that as Prudhoe Town Council would have to bear the cost of the by-
election, the meeting should be asked to authorise that the Chairman is given approval to 
pay the invoice which is expected to be £4,000.   

http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/poll15
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8. HM Land Registry – Durham Office – B16-1 Notice to an adjoining owner of a proposed 

registration  
Notice, dated 22 June 2015, reference to title number ND178759 for Property: Edgewell Old 
Cemetery, Prudhoe as shown on the plan enclosed, notifying recipients that the Land Registry 
has “received an application to register the freehold interest of the above property in the name of 
Prudhoe Town Council….If you object to the application you must do so before 12 noon on 13 
July 2015…If we do not hear from you before then the application will be completed.” 
It was AGREED to RECEIVE the notice 

 
Tabled Items 

1. Mitry-Mory – L’évolution – municipal information magazine for Mitry-Mory, June 2015 
2. Northern Rail – “A railway the North can be proud of” – promotional brochure 
3. Campaign to Protect Rural England, North East Newsletter, Summer 2015 [Note: the 

organisation’s Annual General Meeting will take place on Saturday 25 July, at the Golden 
Lion, Corbridge, commencing at 12.30pm.] 

4. Royal Horticultural Society – Grass Roots, The RHS Community Update, Issue 21, Spring 
2015 

5. Tyne Rivers Trust – Newsletter, Issue 18, Summer 2015 [previously emailed to members] 
6. Wylam Parish Council - The Wylam Globe – Newsletter, No. 117, Summer 2015 
7. Broomley & Stocksfield Parish Council – NE43 News, Issue 55, Summer 2015 
8. Tynedale Hospice at Home – Spring 2015 Newslink 
9. Clerks & Councils Direct – Issue 99, May 2015 
10.  Society of Local Council Clerks - The Clerk magazine, May 2015 

 
To approve a motion that, in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the 
press and public be excluded for consideration of the following item, in accordance with Section 

68 of the Council’s Standing Orders:- 
 
1516/042 Television License Scheme (TVLS) 
The counter-offer from Interim Enterprises (Prudhoe Post Office) was considered.  On reflection it 
was AGREED to continue to manage the TVLS in-house with the support of ISOS Housing staff, 
thus avoiding any further administration costs.  
 
It was AGREED to write to Mr Herbert thanking him for taking the time to consider their involvement 
in the scheme. 
 


